Commander Eric S. McCartney, United States Navy 

         Commander Eric S. “Rick” McCartney was most recently assigned as the Assistant Chief of Staff for Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Combat Systems and Intelligence (C5I) or “N6” on the staff of Commander, Carrier Strike Group THREE, embarked aboard USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74).  He was responsible for the communications, networks, and off-ship connectivity for the four ships, airwing and embarked staffs resident within the John C. Stennis Strike Group.  The Stennis Strike Group completed a six-month deployment to the western Pacific in July 2009.

          A native of Doylestown, PA, Commander McCartney graduated with honors from the United States Naval Academy in 1990 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Aerospace Engineering.  He completed a Master’s Degree in Aerospace Engineering at the University of Maryland the same year.
   
Selected for the Submarine Service, CDR McCartney completed Nuclear Power School, Orlando, FL, in June 1991, and Naval Propulsion Training Unit Charleston, SC, in December 1991.  He completed the Submarine Officer Basic Course in May 1992.  His first at sea assignment was aboard USS Billfish (SSN-676) from July 1992 to May 1995.  He served as Chemical and Radiological Controls Assistant, Main Propulsion Assistant, Torpedo/Fire Control Officer and Sonar Officer.  He qualified in submarines and as nuclear engineer officer.
 In June 1995, CDR McCartney reported for instructor duty to Submarine School, Groton, CT.  During this tour he transitioned from the Submarine Service to the newly formed Fleet Support community to work in the core competency of Space and Electronic Warfare.    
His first assignment in Fleet Support was as the C4I Integration officer at COMUSNAVEUR London, UK, from October 1997 to October 2000.  In 1999, he was assigned temporarily to the staff of Joint Task Force Noble Anvil in Naples, Italy, formed to direct military operations against the former Yugoslavia.   

   
Subsequently, he was assigned as a leadership instructor at his alma mater, the United States Naval Academy.  He taught core curriculum leadership classes to both second class and fourth class midshipmen.  During this tour, CDR McCartney transitioned to the Information Professional community, established for officers specializing in information technology including space operations, tactical fleet communications and computer-related user applications.
 He served as Officer-in-Charge Naval Satellite Operations Center Detachment Delta at Schriever AFB, Colorado Springs, CO from October 2003 to October 2005.  His team of satellite engineers and ground system operators performed telemetry, tracking and commanding contacts for five Navy satellite constellations valued at over $7 billion.  He was also part of the launch team for UHF Follow-On (UFO) satellite 11, the first UFO satellite launched by the Navy.
  
Commander McCartney’s awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (2), the Navy Commendation Medal (3), the Navy Achievement Medal (4) and various other campaign and service awards.

